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Internet Safety for Children 
There has been an increased usage of internet at homes, making it easier for children to have access to online platforms and materials of different topics of interest. Children use internet in different ways and the usage in evolving everyday with evolution in the internet. It is undeniable that internet exposes children to great opportunities but also to diverse dangers and risks. Parents, as part of stakeholders, should ensure that their children have enough knowledge on internet safety and be there for them when they experience internet risks. 
Research Questions and Hypothesis Statement
Development of technology is rapid and is becoming more accessible every day, bringing more business opportunities to the users. It is, however, accompanied by dangers, mostly to children. For a long period of time, online safety among children has been a topic of discussion, especially based on their habits and behaviors. As a result, the paper will seek to address the role of parents in ensuring online safety to their children through answering the following questions.   
Research Questions
· Can educating children on internet safety provide a sense of support when they encounter a situation on the internet?
· Can parents prevent the majority of situations their children encounter on the internet or social media with the help of technology?
Hypothesis Statements 
· Children who are educated on internet safety are more likely to ask for help by telling their parents or an adult about the situation.
· Parents who use monitoring tools are more likely to prevent and assist their children before a situation arises.
Data Analysis 
The approach taken was meant to map the online risks experienced by children and how education and parent’s support makes it easier for children to withstand these challenges. An in-depth survey was undertaken through face to face interview with children at the age of 8 to 12 years at their own homes. 40 boys and 40 girls took part in the survey. A questionnaire was used where a self-completion section to cater for sensitive questions which required privacy. The design was approved by Research Ethics Committee after the necessary protocols were addressed to prevent infringement of children’s rights and their wellbeing and that of their families.  
Children who participated in the survey were found to be knowledgeable on internet safety and 100% of the boys were likely to request for help when encountering a problem in the internet, while 93% of the girls who were educated on internet usage could easily request for help on internet problems. 



80% of the boys’ parents and 70% of the girls’ parents were conversant with usage of monitoring tools. These parents said that such knowledge has helped them in assisting their children to avoid the occurrence of any risk while using the internet. 




System/Process Model

Haddon and Livingstone (2012) conducted a cross-national research which found out that 86% of children in 25 European countries were already using internet between 6 and 16 years. Children mainly uses internet from 7 years of age through the use of smartphones and tablets (Mascheroni, 2014). Different uses of internet among children include education, entertainment, and socializing with their peers. They tend to be indulging often that they are not only beneficial but also harmful to them by exposing them to different risks such as bullying and victimization. Parents are reported to give their children permission to use internet for education purposes since they have a conviction that internet can help them improve their performance, both in school and in readiness for their professional life. Therefore, parents tend to help their children with different issues arising from internet usage. However, it is sometimes challenging since some of them lack knowledge on internet safety (Eteokleous et al., 2012).   
Conclusion 
The paper is an examination of internet safety in children and how knowledge on internet safety among parents can help them assist their children avoid the risks from the beginning. The findings from the data found out that children with knowledge of internet safety have the audacity to ask for help from their parents when they are at risk. Parents, on the other hand, who have knowledge on internet monitoring tools, were likely to help their children avert internet usage risks. Therefore, to maximumly use internet to develop skills in children, parents should ensure that they adopt appropriate safety measures and teach their children these measures to equip them with important skills to overcome bullying and victimization.  
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  Boys Girls

Website Bookmarking 36 34

Knowledge on using internet safely 34 32

Blocking unwanted messages and junk 32 38

Changing privacy setting on social sites 26 24

Knowing the secure websites to use 31 26

Deleting internet usage history 38 38

Requesting for help on internet safety 40 37
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		Website Bookmarking		36		34

		Knowledge on using internet safely		34		32

		Blocking unwanted messages and junk		32		38

		Changing privacy setting on social sites		26		24

		Knowing the secure websites to use		31		26

		Deleting internet usage history		38		38

		Requesting for help on internet safety		40		37
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  Boys Girls

Parents who use monitoring tools 32 28

Parents who find knowledge on monitoring tools important 26 22
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		 		Boys		Girls

		Parents who use monitoring tools		32		28

		Parents who find knowledge on monitoring tools important		26		22
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